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by home builders, for the building industry.

Send to: Gary Hughes and Associates
 555 Marriot Drive, Suite 210
 Nashville, Tennessee 37214
 (615) 874-3390 • (615) 874-8784
 ghughes@ghughesassoc.com

❑	Please have a representative contact me.

Name:

Company:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:
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WHO WE ARE
The Home Builders Association of Tennessee 
(HBAT) is a not-for-profi t trade association 
comprised of professional builders, develop-
ers and associated fi rms engaged directly or 
indirectly in home building, remodeling and 
light commercial construction.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Home Builders Association of Tennes-
see represents over 6,900 member fi rms 
as the Voice of the Housing Industry. We 
advocate housing affordability and availa-
bility through:

• Legislation
• Communication
• Education

Cover Story
 12 Governor Phil Bredesen
  Effective Leadership for the Future of Tennessee 

Features
 9 2007-09 Strategic Plan for the HBAT
  Strategic Planning is the Foundation for Success
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  How a Bill becomes Law in the TN General Assembly

16  SENATORS of the 105th General Assembly
  Getting to Know Your State Senator

 18 REPRESENTATIVES of the 105th General Assembly
  Important Contact Information for Your State Representative

 24 CHAMP UPDATE
  Questions from Contractors about CHAMP
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  Views on Immigration
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In this edition of the 
Tennessee Home Builder, 
we recognize the continu-
ing, effective leadership 
of second-term Gover-
nor Phil Bredesen. 

Last month we featured our newest Local Association in Greene County, 
Tennessee.  Unfortunately, the County’s name was misspelled in the article.  
We apologize for this mistake.
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TN HomeBuilder is published bi-monthly by Woods 

& Associates, P.O. Box 1916, Columbia, TN 38402. 

All rights reserved. All editorial/advertorial submis-

sions are used at the discretion of the publisher and 

may be edited for purposes of clarity and space. 

Although all efforts have been made to ensure 

accuracy of content submitted by advertisers and 

writers. TN HomeBuilder, its principals and asso-

ciates are not held liable for errors or omissions. 

Reproduction in whole or part prohibited without 

written consent. ©2007 by Woods & Associates. 

DIRECTORY

TN HomeBuilder is the of ficial 
publication for the Home Builders 
Association of Tennessee. 

Annual subscription rate for members 
of the association is included in the 
association dues.

HBAT
213 Fifth Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37219
(615) 777-1700 Local
(888) 550-4228 Toll Free
(615) 777-1703 Fax
www.hbat.org

POSTMASTER
Send address changes to:
   HBAT
   213 Fifth Avenue North
   Nashville, TN 37219

PUBLISHER
Woods & Associates

EDITOR
Susan Ritter

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Brad Cartner

ADVERTISING SALES
Mid-South Advertising
(931) 379-0814

DESIGN DIRECTOR
Donna Heninger
   -InDesign  
   -Photoshop 
   -Quark Express 

AD SUBMISSIONS
May be sent to—
tnbuilder@comcast.net or

TN HOME BUILDER
P.O. Box 1916
Columbia, TN 38402
www.tnhomebuilder.com

HomeBuilderTennessee

www.tngas.org

Natural Gas.

The Efficient, Versatile 
Energy Choice of Today’s 
Home Buyer.

The Valuable, Marketable 
Advantage for Today’s 
Home Builder.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
2007

SENIOR OFFICERS

President 
David Parsons
(National Director) 
901-388-2651
parsonsd@bellsouth.net

Vice President/Treasurer
Denzel Carbine
(Alt. National Director)
(Budget/Finance Chair)
615-661-9995
dcarbine@carbinedevelopment.com

Vice President/Secretary
Ed Zarb
865-671-1744
edzarb@zarbproperties.com

Immediate Past President
Tim Neal
(Nominating/Past Presidents)
865-579-4666
timneal@icx.net

Associate Vice President
Kirk Riggins
(Alt. Assoc. National Director)
901-755-5526
kirk@pcrins.com

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

VOTING MEMBERS
NAHB State Representative
Charles Morgan
901-791-0283
cmorgan@vintagehomesonline.com

Government Affairs
Doug Collins
901-751-4301
doug@dougcollins.com

Membership/Membership Services
Greg Reynolds
865-982-7009
greynolds@tellicohomes.com

Associate National Director
Larry Bolinger
865-755-5514
lbolingerCIS@comcast.net

HBAT AREA VICE PRESIDENTS
Northeast Region Area V.P.
David Stauffer
423-323-2454
dhstaufferjr@wmconnect.com

West Region Area V.P.
Kevin Clark
731-783-1455
cfhllc@mindspring.com

Middle Tennessee Area V.P.
Davis Lamb
615-370-3330
davislamb@netzero.net

Southeast Region Area V.P.
Dennis Epperson
423-479-9042
cbepperson@aol.com

NON-VOTING MEMBERS
NAHB Area 7 Vice President
Sonny Richardson
205-345-2200
richardsonhomebu@bellsouth.net

Education/Programs
Bruce Hancock
615-370-8992
bruce@hancockconst.com

HIPAC Trustees
Keith Grant
901-683-4422
kgrant@grantandcompany.com

Local Leadership
Charlie Smith
931-598-0500
charlie@cwsmithconstruction.com

Executive Officers
Kathryn Lewis
865-546-4665
kjlewis@hbaknoxville.com

Past Associate Leadership
Burl Young
615-822-2576
byoung1@sears.com

COMMITTEE VICE CHAIRS

NON EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Executive Officers
Karen Blick
931-503-1194
info@clarksvillehba.org

Government Affairs
James Carbine
615-661-9995
jcarbine@carbinedevelopment.com 
  
Education/Programs
Charlie Smith
931-598-0500
cwsmith@warplink.net
 
Tennessee Associates Council
Billy Allred
931-260-0205
billy.allred@jameshardie.com
  
HIPAC Trustees
TBA

Membership/Membership Services
Ludy Callaway
901-766-0974
ludy.callaway@gmacm.com

Local Leadership
TBA

STAFF

Executive Vice President
Susan Ritter
sritter@hbat.org

Director of Governmental Affairs
Frank M. Harris
fmharris@hbat.org

Director of Communications
Brad Cartner
bcartner@hbat.org

Administrative Assistant
Joy Odjegba
jodjegba@hbat.org
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President’s Per spec tive
SUCCESSFUL BUILDING
 Begins with a Successful Plan

HBAT President David ParsonsHBAT President David Parsons

Strategic Plans, Vision Statements and 

Mission Statements – these concepts have 

been developed to create unifi ed visions, 

common goals and road maps for the 

future. In the fi rst few sentences of the 

Declaration of Independence and the US 

Constitution, our founding fathers gave us 

a vision and set the course for the duties 

of our government. These words have 

inspired, guided and shaped the future of 

both Americans and free thinking people 

throughout the world.

It is a fact that the one thing we can all be 

sure of is “change.” The economy, legisla-

tive issues and factors such as technology, 

all create a changing environment for an 

industry such as ours. It is so easy to get 

caught up in the tyranny of the urgent that 

many times we neglect the issue of plan-

ning. As leaders, we must be concerned 

with both management and guidance. 

Having a vision is more than a creative 

process with hypothetical possibilities. It 

is a realistic evaluation of where we are 

at present, and where we want to go. It is 

about survival and success. 

In this edition of our magazine, you will 

fi nd an outline concerning our Strategic 

Plan for the Future. I believe this plan and 

the vision for our future will determine the 

measurable success for this Association. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower once said, “Plans 

are nothing. Planning is everything.” I 

believe it is important to understand that 

strategy is a process. It must become part 

of the interwoven fabric of our culture. Our 

Strategic Plan will be the process by which 

we accomplish our goals effectively.

I have less than a year now to be your 

President. But my top priority has been, 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness….”

—Declaration of Independence

“We the people of the United States, 
in order to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tran-
quility, provide for the common defense, 
promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of 
America.”

—US Constitution
(Adopted in its original 

form on September 23, 1788.)
and will always be, to unify our member-

ship. There is no place in this organization 

for brilliant individualism. We must move, 

work and survive as a team. We must seek 

out and identify the qualifi ed and the tal-

ented among ourselves, and we must come 

together behind a unifi ed strategy to build 

the strongest Home Builders Association 

possible.

Since 1960, we have continually estab-

lished ourselves as the voice of the Tennes-

see building industry. This is an evolving 

mission, being accomplished with more 

and more success each year.

Today, the future of the Home Builders 

Association of Tennessee is limited only by 

our ability to creatively develop our vision 

for the future. We will now accomplish our 

mission by working hard and developing 

our talents and resources. We will measure 

our successes, adapt to a changing envi-

ronment, and we will leave future home-

builders a legacy of accomplishment.
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2007–2009 Strategic Plan for the
Home Builders Association of Tennessee

•  Create one state-wide home builder logo 
for local association use

•  Enhance HBAT communications 
- Magazine
- Web site
- Listserv communication

Association Infrastructure
• Review HBAT 

Committee 
structure

•  Work toward 
50% dues/non-
dues revenue ratio

“Where there 
is no vision, the 

people perish…”
 - Proverbs 29:18

Strategic planning is the foundation 
of a successful future. In September 
of 2006, your HBAT Senior Offi cers 

and members of the 2007 Executive Com-
mittee convened for the purpose of chart-
ing the future course of the Home Builders 
Association of Tennessee.

The strategic plan was designed to defi ne 
the goals and strategies from one to three 
years. It will also assist our current leader-
ship, and the leadership of the future, to 
track the progress of our Association. 

Our Mission Statement serves as a basic 
guide and branding tool:

“The mission of the Home Builders 
Association of Tennessee is to advocate 
housing affordability and availability 
through legislation, communication and 
education.”

Our leadership also developed a clear 
and precise Vision Statement:

The Home Builders Association of 
Tennessee is the principle voice and 
resource for Tennessee’s home building 
industry by:

•  Promoting home ownership in Tennessee
•  Helping our communities understand our 

signifi cant economic contributions
•  Developing leaders in our communities
•  Promoting excellence in governance and 

serving members

There are fi ve areas of concentration in 
the Plan. We have provided a broad over-
view of the goals and strategies within 
each area. 

Governmental Affairs
•  Monitor all legisla-
tion for potential impact 
on the home building 
industry
•  Provide ongoing leg-
islative communications 
to local associations to 

ensure state-wide unity on all issues
•  Enhance and grow Voters Voice par-

ticipation
•  Enhance grassroots political action 

programs 

Education
•  Become the 
primary source 
of education in 

the homebuilding industry
•  Develop a comprehensive curriculum 

of high value courses, workshops and 
on-line education focusing on such areas 
as construction techniques, codes, new 
products and practices, profi tability, fi -
nances, business operations, succession 
planning, sales, etc.

Membership 
Recruitment and 
Retention
•  Create a 3-year mem-
bership growth and 
retention plan
•  Develop member
benefi ts program

Communications/
Public Relations

•  Work with the Na-
tional Association 
of Home Builders 
to create consumer 
communication 
campaign

Education 
Opportunities

The HBAT 
Education Calendar 

can be found online at 
www.hbat.org.

There’s information on 
location, dates and times 
for programs throughout 

Tennessee.

LOG ON AND LEARN!
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Susan Ritter, HBAT
Executive Vice President

Executive Offi  cer Outlook

How Legislation Affects
  the Homebuilding Industry

One of the questions that the staff 
of the Home Builders Association 
of Tennessee often hears is, “what 

does the Home Builders Association do?” 
Our answer is always the same: We are here 
to serve and support our members, locals 
and the home building industry throughout 
the entire state of Tennessee. 

In 2007, more than 4,000 bills have 
been introduced to the General Assembly 
of Tennessee. It is the job of the HBAT to 
review and study these bills and determine 
the potential impact on our industry. It is 
also our responsibility to help promote 
those bills that will have a positive effect 
on homebuilding.

Our Legislative Conference in Nashville 
is just around the corner, and the statewide 
leadership of the Home Builders Associa-
tion will be meeting just a few blocks from 
our State Capitol. In May, the National 
Association of Home Builders will have 
a national Legislative Conference where 
leaders will gather to address members of 
Congress. These Legislative Conferences 
are an important time for members to ex-
press the challenges they face and their 
concerns when it comes to homebuilding 
and legislative issues. A strong member 
turnout is always important because 
decisions that affect the housing sector 
are being made every day in the halls of 
government. Environmental regulations, 
tax policy, soaring health care costs and 
many other issues can add thousands of 
dollars to a builder’s annual operating 
budget. It is incumbent upon us to inform 
our lawmakers about the potential effects 
of their decisions on our industry.

When it comes to legislative decisions, 
your Home Builders Association is heavily 
involved in the decision making process. 
Your personal involvement, by attending 
a Legislative Conference, gives you the 
opportunity to:

• Lobby representatives to protect your 
business 

• Establish lasting relationships with 
your elected offi cials 

courage lawmakers to implement policies 
friendly to the housing industry and defeat 
those which limit your ability to build safe, 
quality, and affordable homes.

 Your state efforts are strong and have 
impact. But the lobbyists and staff can’t do 
it alone - they need your voice in represent-
ing the housing industry. Whether signing a 
petition, responding to a “Call To Action” 
to call your legislator, or contributing to 
a state-wide political action committee, 
your state HBA needs to hear from you. 
Be a part of the solution - let your state 
HBA know which issues are important 
to you.”

The Home Builders Association of Ten-
nessee points out three important areas in 
our mission statement: Legislation, Com-
munication and Education. Of these three 
areas, legislation is one of the highest pri-
orities because of its potential to affect our 
industry. Each of our 6,900+ members has 
the opportunity to stand up and be heard. 
There is strength in numbers, and your 
Home Builders Association is dedicated 
to being on the front line of the decision 
making process. Together, we will keep 
our industry strong!

• Share builder concerns about legisla-
tive decisions 

• Learn the latest policy developments 
on the key issues affecting your business 

• Demonstrate your industry’s commit-
ment to responsible policies, pragmatic 
reforms, effective programs and provid-
ing the resources necessary to meet our 
nation’s ongoing housing needs 

• Network and share business strategies 
with your peers 

• Learn how to be an effective advocate 
for your business and your industry 

• Make your views known on Capitol 
Hill 

• Do your part to ensure that issues of 
concern are heard by policymakers 

A united association sends a powerful 
message to members of the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly and to Congress. Because 
housing affects all of us, it must remain a 
state and national priority. It’s important to 
attend legislative events so you can urge 
your lawmakers to adopt sensible policies 
to enable your business to thrive and allow 
the nation’s home builders to fulfi ll their 
mission of providing safe, decent, afford-
able housing to all Americans.

NAHB - STATEWIDE ADVOCACY EFFORTS
(State Home Builders Associations – 
Working For You, Working with You)

“Many states would identify their ad-
vocacy and lobbying efforts as their #1 
priority in serving members within the 
home building industry. Most states have 
full-time lobbyists and professional gov-
ernment affairs staff to be your “watchdog” 
for issues affecting your industry.

State HBAs work with public offi-
cials, housing advocates, and regulatory 
agencies to solve issues such as housing 
affordability, excessive regulations and 
ever-changing building codes.

 State HBAs track any piece of state leg-
islation with potential to impact the home 
building industry - negatively or positively. 
You can count on your state HBA to take 
an offi cial position on such issues to en-



10 ß TENNESSEE HomeBuilder (hbat.org) ß March/April 2007
�������������������������������������������� �������� � ���������� � ������������

�����������������������

����������������������

����������������������

���������������������

����������������

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

������������������������������������
����������������������������������
�����������������������������������
�����������������������������
��������������������������������
�����������������������������������������

�������������������������������������
��������������������������������
�����������������������������������
�����������������������������������
�������������������������������

�������������������������������
������������������������������
����������������������������������
�������������

���������������������
�����������������������
�������������� ����������
�������������������������
��������������
���������������������������
�������������������
������������������������������

��������������

����������������������������������
������������������������

�������������
��������������

������������������

�������������
��������������

�����������������

������������
��������������

������ �������������

�����������
��������������

�������������������

������������
��������������
�����������������

��������������
��������������

�������������������������

���������
��������������

������������������

���������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������� �������� � ���������� � ������������

�����������������������

����������������������

����������������������

���������������������

����������������

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

������������������������������������
����������������������������������
�����������������������������������
�����������������������������
��������������������������������
�����������������������������������������

�������������������������������������
��������������������������������
�����������������������������������
�����������������������������������
�������������������������������

�������������������������������
������������������������������
����������������������������������
�������������

���������������������
�����������������������
�������������� ����������
�������������������������
��������������
���������������������������
�������������������
������������������������������

��������������

����������������������������������
������������������������

�������������
��������������

������������������

�������������
��������������

�����������������

������������
��������������

������ �������������

�����������
��������������

�������������������

������������
��������������
�����������������

��������������
��������������

�������������������������

���������
��������������

������������������

���������������������������������������������������



12 ß TENNESSEE HomeBuilder (hbat.org) ß March/April 2007

From the perspective of the Home 
Builders Association of Tennessee, 
Governor Phil Bredesen has been 

a catalyst for a positive business environ-
ment. The results of his leadership have 
kept the homebuilding industry in Ten-
nessee on a path of success, while many 
areas throughout the country have seen a 
signifi cant decline in home building and 
sales. Bringing more business opportuni-
ties to our State and the right decisions on 
issues concerning immigration and growth 
taxes can only create future success in the 
homebuilding industry. Governor Bredesen 
has always been a friend to homebuilders 
and businesses at every level and size. We 
congratulate Governor on his second term 
and look forward to working with him on 
the issues that affect our industry.

Phil Bredesen took offi ce as Tennessee’s 
48th governor on January 18, 2003, deliv-
ering on a promise to leave political de-
bates behind and focus on achieving real 
results for families. In November 2006, 
he was re-elected in a landslide victory—
reportedly becoming the fi rst governor in 
over a century to win all 95 counties in 

Tennessee.
To recruit new industry and jobs, 

Bredesen led reform of Tennessee’s work-
ers’ compensation system and invested in 
retraining programs to help laid-off em-
ployees develop new skills. Since he took 
offi ce, 2,889 companies—including Nissan 
and International Paper—have expanded in 
or moved to Tennessee, bringing more than 
108,000 jobs and $12.8 billion in new busi-
ness investment to the state.

Additionally, Bredesen took control 
of TennCare, the state’s once fi nancially 
troubled Medicaid expansion program, by 
preserving full enrollment for children and 
pursuing innovative care and disease man-
agement initiatives. Even after necessary 
reductions in adult enrollment, TennCare 
remains one of the most generous and 
comprehensive state healthcare plans in 
the nation. He continues to build on this 
foundation with Cover Tennessee, a new 
initiative to provide access for affordable 
healthcare for severely ill Tennesseans 
who have been denied health insurance, 
for uninsured children and for uninsured 
working adults.

Now, Bredesen begins his second term 
as Governor with a focus on raising high 
school and college graduation rates, boost-
ing the economies of Tennessee’s smaller 
and mid-sized communities, strengthening 
public education at every level and pro-
moting access to health care and healthier 
lifestyles for all citizens, especially young 
Tennesseans. 

Bredesen and his wife, First Lady 
Andrea Conte, are active members in the 
community, locally and statewide. He is a 
founding member of Nashville’s Table, a 
nonprofi t group that collects surplus food 
from local restaurants and distributes it to 
the city’s homeless population. He also 
founded the Land Trust for Tennessee, a 
nonprofi t organization that works state-
wide to preserve open space and tradi-
tional family farms. Conte is founder and 
president of You Have the Power - Know 
How to Use It, Inc., a nonprofi t organiza-
tion dedicated to raising awareness about 
crime and justice issues.

Governor Phil Bredesen sent the follow-
ing comment to the members of the Home 
Builders Association of Tennessee:

EFFECTIVE 
LEADERSHIP
for the Future of Tennessee

Governor

Phil Bredesen
and his Second Term
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“Tennessee’s economy has made re-
markable progress in the last four years 
and our state’s homebuilding industry has 
been both a key driver and an important 
benefi ciary of that growth. We’ve seen the 
creation of 108,000 new jobs in our state 
during my fi rst term and personal income 
growth of more than 2% in the last year 
alone. I see a healthy homebuilding indus-
try as an important partner in continuing 
that success. Strong value in new home 
construction is one of the most important 
selling points we have in attracting new 
companies to our state, and I look forward 
to working with the Homebuilders Asso-
ciation to make sure that continues.”

2007 STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS
Governor Phil Bredesen recently deliv-

ered his 2007 State of the State Address 
to the 105th Tennessee General Assembly, 
proposing new initiatives to strengthen 
education in Tennessee at every level. 

“Tennessee is ready—we’re ready,” 
Bredesen said during his address in the 
State Capitol’s House Chambers. “We’re 
ready to lift our sights even higher. We’re 
ready to take the next steps to seize the 
future for ourselves, for our children and 
for our children’s children. I believe that 
we start with education.” 

Moving forward, Bredesen’s strategy 
for strengthening Tennessee’s public edu-
cation includes four pillars:

- Prepare every student for success
- Provide adequate funding to every dis-

trict, directing all new money into the 
classroom 

- Raise standards and expectations, 
demanding a return on this historic 
investment 

- Make college more accessible and af-
fordable

To support this comprehensive strategy, 
Bredesen made the following proposals to 
the General Assembly: 

• $120 million for at-risk students in K-12, 
to fully fund the state’s share of these 
costs 

• $27 million for student growth needs in 
local school districts, to fully fund the 
state’s share of these costs 

• $25 million to fund additional Pre-K 
classrooms statewide, bringing the state 
closer to Bredesen’s goal of offering a 

quality Pre-K education to every four-
year-old in Tennessee 

• $48 million to keep tuition increases at 
state colleges and universities modest 

• $10 million to offer free community col-
lege tuition to high school students who 
make an average score of 19 on the ACT, 
19 on the math component and 19 on the 
test’s reading component 

• $9.3 million to increase Tennessee’s Hope 
Scholarships to $4,000 annually 

• $48 million to fund operating increases in 
Tennessee’s higher education system 

• Implementation of ACT testing for 8th 
and 10th grade students, to assess their 
academic needs early on and design 
individual learning plans to help them 
graduate on time and ready for work 
or college 

• Establishment of a four-year math re-
quirement in Tennessee’s public high 
schools 

• Bipartisan review of Tennessee’s Lottery 
Scholarship program. (The Tennessee Scholarship program. (The Tennessee 
Higher Education Commission predicts 
that 75 percent of scholar-
ship recipients will 
lose their 
scholar-
ships before 
fi nishing 
school.)

 To fund these 
new initiatives, 
Bredesen pro-
posed using some posed using some 
state lottery funds, 
as well as a modest 
40-cent increase in 
the state’s cigarette 
tax. Bredesen stressed 
that, with or without 
the increase, Tennes-
see’s budget is sound 
and balanced. The BEP, 
growth in TennCare and 
Cover Tennessee, funding 
for new Pre-K classrooms 
and community college 
scholarships and other ini-
tiatives are already proposed 
and funded. 

“The argument for a ciga-
rette tax is straightforward: 
Our schools need more money,” 
Bredesen said. “Our cigarette 
tax is among the lowest in the 
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Scholarship program. (The Tennessee Scholarship program. (The Tennessee 
Higher Education Commission predicts 

nation, it has room to grow, and even after 
such an increase, will still be vastly below 
the national average.” 

Ninety percent of revenue from the 
increase would go into education, and the 
remainder would fund agriculture and anti-
smoking programs in Tennessee. 

Bredesen made a call to Tennessee’s 
General Assembly to put aside “politics as 
usual” and instead make a bipartisan com-
mitment to the education of Tennessee’s 
children. 

“As I look out over this chamber tonight, 
I am proud indeed that bipartisanship is not 
a new idea in Tennessee; that we have been 
practicing it and getting results for our state 
for a long time,” Bredesen said. “To all of 
you from both sides of the aisle, thank you 
for putting the needs of our state fi rst.” 

The Tennessee HomeBuilder magazine 
would like to thank Governor Phil Brede-
sen for his dedication and leadership! ❖
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Legislative Report by Jay West
Director of Governmental Affairs
Bone McAllester Norton PLLC
615.238.6360; 615.238.6301Fax

jwest@bonelaw.com

On January 9, the Tennessee State 

Senate voted to replace Lieuten-

ant Governor John Wilder with 

Blountville Republican Senator, Ron 

Ramsey. Wilder, who is 85 years old, is 

from Somerville and held the position of 

Speaker and Lieutenant Governor since 

1971. What does this mean for Home 

Builders? 

 First, 

Ramsey, a real 

estate broker 

and auction-

eer, has a keen 

knowledge of 

the real estate 

industry and is 

past president 

of the Bristol, 

TN-VA As-

sociation of 

Realtors. He 

has always been knowledgeable of HBAT 

issues and supportive on many occasions. 

Next, the Speaker of the Senate has the 

power of appointing the senate committee 

chairs and committee members. One of the 

most important committees to Homebuild-

ers on Capitol Hill is the Senate Commerce 

Committee. Ramsey has named Mor-

ristown Republican, Steve Southerland 

as Chair of this committee. Southerland 

represents Cocke, Greene, Hamblen and 

Unicoi counties. It is important to note 

that he is a real estate mortgage broker. 

He understands HBAT issues and has 

been helpful in the past. The vice-chair of 

the committee is freshman Senator, Paul 

Stanley, from Memphis. He previously 

served in the House of Representatives, 

where he was a member of the Commerce 

Committee as well. Senator Stanley has 

been very helpful on HBAT issues and is 

close to the Memphis Area Home Builders 

Association. 

 Another committee to 

watch is the State and Lo-

cal Committee that is being 

chaired for the fi rst time by 

Senator Bill Ketron, a Re-

publican from Murfrees-

boro. His district includes 

Lincoln, Marshall, Maury and part of 

Rutherford counties. Senator Ketron owns 

an insurance agency in Murfreesboro. He 

has previously worked closely with the 

Rutherford County Home Builders Asso-

ciation and was president of the National 

Exchange Club in 1995. 

Speaker Ramsey has named Tim Bur-

chett as his Deputy Speaker. Burchett has 

a great relationship with the Greater Knox-

ville Home Builders Association. He has 

been a sponsor of various HBAT legislation 

over the years. 

With the elevation of 

Ramsey from majority 

leader to lieutenant gov-

ernor, Senate Republicans 

elected Collierville senator, 

Mark Norris, to serve as the 

GOP’s new majority leader. 

Norris, an attorney and farmer, has always 

been accessible to discuss HBAT issues. 

As speaker, Ramsey has the power to 

shape state policy, and possibly even state 

Supreme Court nominations through his 

ability to name appointees to some 53 state 

boards and commissions. In the instance 

of the Judicial Selection Commission, 

Legislative Review
Senate Votes in New Speaker 
  & Lieutenant Governor
    What does that mean for Home Builders?

Ramsey and House Speaker Jimmy Naifeh 

each name eight members while the 17th

member is a joint appointment. Speaker 

Ramsey says he plans to have more con-

servative Appellate Judicial nominations 

recommended to the Governor through his 

future appointments to that commission. 

In the past HBAT members, as well as 

the public in general, have voiced frustra-

tion over access to voting records on the 

General Assembly’s website. Both Speaker 

Naifeh and Lieutenant Governor Ramsey 

have announced that both fl oor votes, as 

well as committee votes, will now be avail-

able on-line. Public advocacy groups im-

mediately expressed approval of the move, 

stating that this is a step towards making 

the government more “transparent.” You 

can access the General Assembly’s website 

at www.legislature.state.tn.us/.

by HBAT lobbyist, Jay West 

Senator Ron Ramsey

Sen. Ketron

Sen. Norris
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Clarksville/Montgomery Co HBA
Jimmy Miller................. (931) 326-5003
jimmymiller@bellsouth.net

Cumberland County HBA
Gay Stewart................... (931) 456-9478
klittlemom@frontiernet.net

Greene County HBA
Ralph Dingus ................ (423) 639-5429
rdingus@idellconstruction.com

HBA of Dyer County
Kirby Ogden.................. (615) 645-5335
fl annon@ecsic.net

HBA of Greater Kingsport
Sam Kassem.................. (423) 915-4645
samiam737@aol.com

HBA of Greater Knoxville
Tom Mason ................... (865) 670-8715
tom@tmchomes.net

HBA of Middle TN
Mitzi Spann................... (615) 377-1055
spannbldr@aol.com

HBA of Southern TN
Tom Charmichael........ (423) 394-31661
volkswgn64@aol.com

Jackson Area HBA
Mike Freeman ............... (731) 423-6226
madison@jaxnet.net

Johnson City Area HBA
John Perkins .................. (423) 926-8927

Maryville/Alcoa HBA
Barbara McLean............ (865) 984-1247
buywithc21@aol.com

Memphis Area HBA
Keith Grant.................... (901) 756-4500
kgrant@grantnewhomes.com

Ocoee Region HBA
Paul E. Rice, Jr. ............. (423) 479-3435
trice@bradleyco.net

Rutherford Co HBA
Brian Burns ................... (615) 867-4271
brian@signaturehome.net

Sevier Co HBA
Tim Milks...................... (423) 453-6624
timmilks@bellsouth.net

South Central HBA
Charlie Smith ................ (931) 598-0500
charlie@cwsmithconstruction.com

Warren Co HBA
Keith Bouldin................ (931) 473-8718
binc@blomand.net

Upper Cumberland HBA
Steve Black ................... (931) 520-7053
sandb@frontiernet.net

Area Presidents 2007

A bill is simply an idea that some-
one would like to see become 
law. It could be anything from 

the penalty for committing a crime to 
the amount of money that can be spent 
on a state program. 

The idea can come from anyone, but 
only a Representative or Senator can 
take that idea and guide it to fi nal pas-
sage through the General Assembly. A 
bill must be introduced in both houses.

Drafting a bill simply means putting 
the idea into legal language. The actual 
drafting is done by the LEGISLATIVE 
LEGAL SERVICES.

Introduction of a bill can be made by 
any member of the House or Senate, and 
more than one legislator can sponsor a 
bill. A bill is given to the Chief Clerk 
of the House or the Chief Clerk of the 
Senate and assigned a number. The 
sponsor(s) of a bill signs the original 
copy.

Without objections, the House & Sen-
ate pass the bills on 1st and 2nd readings 
simply by Sponsor and Titles. After the 
2nd reading, the Speaker assigns it to a 
standing committee. A local bill does 
not have to go to committee. There 
are twelve Standing Committees in the 
House and nine similar Standing Com-
mittees in the Senate. 

During legislative sessions, com-
mittees usually meet on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. Committees generally are 
where public comments are gathered on 

proposed legislation. During a commit-
tee hearing, the Senator or Representa-
tive sponsoring a bill will explain the 
measure and often will bring in expert 
testimony as support. Those who op-
pose a bill will also present their case, 
and frequently the committee will hold 
public hearings.

Committee action is crucial to the 
legislative process. A committee’s 
responsibility is to examine a bill care-
fully and make one of three recommen-
dations: “Pass,” “Pass as Amended,” or 
“Do Not Pass.” 

When the committee has completed 
its deliberations, the bill is put in fi nal 
form with or without amendments and 
placed on the Calendar. The bill is now 
ready to be read a third time, debated 
and voted on by the entire membership 
of the House or Senate. It is up to the 
bill’s sponsor to bring it up for fi nal 
consideration.

Bills are passed by a majority vote (50 
in the House; 17 in the Senate). After 
passing either the House or the Senate 
it can be substituted by the other body 
for passage.

If it passes both houses it is sent to 
the Governor for action. If the Governor 
signs the bill it becomes 
law. If the Governor ve-
toes the bill it goes back 
to the General Assembly 
to determine if the veto 
can be overridden.

How a Bill becomes Law 
in the Tennessee General 
Assembly
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SENATORS 105th General Assembly 

Find more information online at www.hbat.org. Click on Important Links and then Tennessee General Assembly.
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SENATORS 105th General Assembly 
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SEN. RON RAMSEY
Lt. Governor and Speaker of 
the Senate
R-Blountville
District 2 - Johnson and Sul-
livan Counties 
1 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0202 
Phone: (615) 741-4524
Real Estate/Auctioneer 

SEN. MAE BEAVERS
R-Mt. Juliet
District 17 - Cannon, Clay, 
DeKalb, Macon, Smith, part 
of Sumner, Trousdale, and 
Wilson Counties
308 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0217 
Phone: (615) 741-2421
Investment Broker

SEN. DIANE BLACK
R-Hendersonville
District 18 - Robertson and 
part of Sumner Counties 
306 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0218 
Phone: (615) 741-1999 
Registered Nurse 

SEN. DEWAYNE BUNCH
R - Cleveland
District 9 - Bradley County 
312 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0124 
Phone: (615) 741-3730 
Attorney
 

SEN. TIM BURCHETT
R-Knoxville
District 7 - Part of Knox 
County 
310A War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0207 
Phone: (615) 741-1766 
Small Businessman 

SEN. CHARLOTTE BURKS
D-Monterey
District 15 - Cumberland, 
Jackson, Overton, Pickett, 
Putnam, and White Counties 
9 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0215 
Phone: (615) 741-3978 
Farmer 

SEN. JERRY COOPER
D-Morrison
District 14 - Franklin, 
Bledsoe, Coffee, Grundy, 
Sequatchie, Van Buren, and 
Warren Counties 
G19 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0214 
Phone: (615) 741-6694
Businessman

SEN. RUSTY CROWE
R-Johnson City
District 3 - Washington and 
Carter Counties
321 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: (615) 741-2468
Healthcare Company VP

SEN. WARD CRUTCHFIELD
D-Chattanooga
District 10 - Parts of Hamilton 
and Marion Counties
13 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0210 
Phone: (615) 741-6682 
Attorney

SEN. LOWE FINNEY 
D - Dresden
District 27 - Madison, Gibson, 
and Carroll counties
4 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0027
Phone (615) 741-1810
Attorney

SEN. RAYMOND FINNEY
R-Maryville
District 8 - Blount and Sevier 
Counties
320 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0208 
Phone: (615) 741-2427
Retired Physician

SEN. SHEA FLINN 
D-Memphis
District 30 - Part of Shelby 
County
3 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0030
Phone (615) 741-4108
Attorney

SEN. OPHELIA FORD
D-Memphis
District 29 - Part of Shelby 
County 
6A Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0029 
Phone: (615) 741-1767
Funeral Director

SEN. THELMA HARPER
D-Nashville
District 19 - Part of Davidson 
County 
8 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0219 
Phone: (615) 741-2453 
Entrepreneur

SEN. JOE HAYNES
D-Nashville
District 20 - Part of Davidson 
County 
5 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0220 
Phone: (615) 741-6679
Attorney

SEN. DOUGLAS HENRY
D-Nashville
District 21 - Part of Davidson 
County 
11 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0021 
Phone: (615) 741-3291
Lawyer

SEN. ROY HERRON
D-Dresden
District 24 - Benton, Decatur, 
Henry, Henderson, Lake, 
Obion, Perry, Stewart, and 
Weakley Counties 
7 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0024 
Phone: (615) 741-4576
Attorney/Businessman

SEN. DOUG JACKSON
D-Dickson
District 25 - Dickson, Giles, 
Hickman, Humphreys, Law-
rence, and Lewis Counties 
10 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0025 
Phone: (615) 741-4499 
Attorney

Photo not 

available at 

time of print.
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105th General Assembly 105th General Assembly SEN. JACK JOHNSON 
R - Brentwood 
District 23 - Williamson, and 
part of Davidson Counties
305 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0023
Phone (615) 741-2495
Financial Advisor

SEN. BILL KETRON
R-Murfreesboro
District 13 -Lincoln, Mar-
shall, Maury, and part of 
Rutherford Counties 
309 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0213 
Phone: (615) 741-6853 
Insurance Executive

SEN. TOMMY KILBY
D-Wartburg
District 12 - Campbell, Fen-
tress, Morgan, Rhea, Roane 
and Scott Counties 
10A Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0212 
Phone: (615) 741-1449 
Real Estate Appraiser

SEN. ROSALIND KURITA
D-Clarksville
District 22 - Cheatham, 
Houston, and Montgomery 
Counties
6 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0022 
Phone: (615) 741-2374 
Businesswoman/ Registered 
Nurse

SEN. JAMES F. KYLE, JR. 
D-Memphis
District 28 - Part of Shelby 
9A Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0028 
Phone: (615) 741-4167
Lawyer

SEN. RANDY McNALLY
R-Oak Ridge
District 5 - Anderson, 
Loudon, Monroe,
and part of Knox Counties 
307 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0205 
Phone: (615) 741-6806 
Hospital Pharmacist

SEN. MARK NORRIS
R-Collierville
District 32 - Dyer, Lauderdale, 
Tipton, and part of Shelby 
Counties 
303 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0032 
Phone: (615) 741-1967
Attorney/Farmer

SEN. STEVE SOUTHERLAND
R-Morristown
District 1 - Cocke, Greene, 
Hamblen, and Unicoi Counties 
318 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0201 
Phone: (615) 741-3851 
Mortgage Broker

SEN. PAUL STANLEY 
R - Memphis
District 31 - Part of Shelby 
County
302 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-031
Phone (615) 741-3036
Investment Banker

SEN. REGINALD TATE 
D - Memphis
District 33 - Part of Shelby 
County
11A Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0033
Phone (615) 741-4158
Architect

SEN. JIM TRACY
R-Shelbyville
District 16 - Bedford, Moore 
and part of Rutherford Counties 
304 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-2016 
Phone: 615-741-1066
Insurance Agent

SEN. BO WATSON 
R - Hixson
District 11 - Part of Hamilton 
County
317 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0131
Phone (615) 741-3227
Physical Therapist

SEN. JOHN S. WILDER
D-Mason
District 26 - Chester, Crock-
ett, Fayette, Hardeman, 
Hardin, Haywood, McNairy, 
and Wayne Counties 
2 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0026 
Phone: (615) 741-2368 
Lawyer

SEN. MICHEAL WILLIAMS
R-Maynardville
District 4 - Claiborne, 
Grainger, Hancock, Hawkins, 
Jefferson, and Union Counties 
310 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0204 
Phone: (615) 741-2061 
Antique Automobile Restorer

SEN. JAMIE WOODSON 
R-Knoxville
District 6 - Knox County 
309 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0206 
Phone: (615) 741-1648
Attorney

*Current information as of January 2007
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SPEAKER 
JAMES O. “JIMMY” 
NAIFEH
Speaker of the House
D - Covington
District 81 - Haywood and 
part of 
Tipton counties 
19 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0181 
Phone: (615) 741-3774 
Businessman

REP. JOE ARMSTRONG
D - Knoxville
District 15 - Part of Knox 
County 
25 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0115 
Phone: (615) 741-0768 
Insurance Manager

REP. WILLIAM A. BAIRD
R - Jacksboro
District 36 - Campbell and 
Union County 
202 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0136 
Phone: (615) 741-3335 
Farmer/Businessman

REP. EDDIE BASS 
D - Prospect 
District 65 - Giles and 
Marshall Counties
109 War Memorial Bldg.
Nashville, TN 37243-0165
Phone (615) 741-1864
Former Small Business 
Owner and Retired Sheriff

REP. MIKE BELL 
R - Riceville 
District 23 - McMinn and 
part of Monroe counties; 
Tellico Plains, Rural Vale, 
Coker Creek
110 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0123
Phone (615) 741-1946
Businessman, Farmer

REP. ROBERT BIBB 
D - Springfi eld
District 66 - Robertson 
County
23 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0166
Phone (615) 741-3979
Economic Development

REP. STRATTON BONE, JR. 
D - Lebanon
District 46 - Cannon, Trousdale 
and part of Wilson Counties
23 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0146 
Phone: (615) 741-7086 
Farming/Residential Con-
struction

REP. WILLIE BUTCH 
BORCHERT
D - Camden
District 75 - Henry, Benton 
and Stewart Counties 
23 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0175 
Phone: (615) 741-6804 
Retired Businessman

REP. ROB BRILEY
D - Nashville
District 52 - Part of Davidson 
County 
32 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0152 
Phone: (615) 741-2184 
Lawyer

REP. HARRY BROOKS
R - Knoxville
District 19 - Part of Knox 
County 
17 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0119 
Phone: (615) 741-6879 
Retired/Legislator

REP. KEVIN BROOKS 
R - Cleveland
District 24 - Part of Bradley 
County
104 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0124
Phone (615) 741-1350
Public Relations, Conference 
Management

REP. TOMMIE BROWN
D - Chattanooga
District 28 - Part of Hamilton 
County 
36 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0128 
Phone: (615) 741-4374 
Retired Educator

REP. FRANK BUCK
D - Dowellton
District 40 - DeKalb, Smith, 
and Macon Counties 
22 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0140 
Phone: (615) 741-3817 
Attorney/Farmer

REP. STACEY CAMPFIELD
R - Knoxville
District 18 - Part of Knox 
County 
113 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: (615) 741-2287
Real Estate Redeveloper/
Businessman

REP. GLEN CASADA
R - Franklin
District 63 - Part of William-
son County
112 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0163 
Phone: (615) 741-4389 
Sales

REP. CURT COBB
D - Shelbyville
District 62 - Bedford and 
parts of Lincoln
and Rutherford Counties 
34 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0162 
Phone: (615) 741-6824 
Owner/Broker/Auctioneer

REP. JIM COBB 
R - Hixson
District 31 - North Hamilton 
and Rhea Counties
107 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0131
Phone: (615) 741-1450
Army, Nuclear Power, Real 
Estate

REP. KENT COLEMAN
D - Murfreesboro
District 49 - Part of Ruther-
ford County 
32 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0149 
Phone: (615) 741-6829 
Attorney
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105th General Assembly 105th General Assembly REP. JIM COLEY 
R - Bartlett
District 97 - Part of Shelby 
County
207 War Memorial Bldg.
Nashville, TN 37243-0197
Phone (615) 741-8201
Teacher

REP. BARBARA COOPER
D - Memphis
District 86 - Part of Shelby 
County 
38 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0186 
Phone: (615) 741-4295 
Retired Educator

REP. CHRIS CRIDER
R - Milan
District 79 - Gibson and part 
of Carroll Counties 
106 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0179 
Phone: (615) 741-7478 
Banker

REP. CHARLES CURTISS
D - Sparta
District 43 - White and parts 
of Putnam
and Warren Counties 
34 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0143 
Phone: (615) 741-1963 
Manufacturing

REP. VINCE DEAN
R - East Ridge 
District 30 - Part of Hamilton 
County
107 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0130
Phone (615)741-1934
Retired Police Offi cer, Mayor

REP. JOHN J. DEBERRY, 
JR. 
D-Memphis
District 90 - Part of Shelby 
County 
26 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0190 
Phone: (615) 741-2239 
Marketing, Advertising, 
Training and Public Relations 
Executive

REP. LOIS DEBERRY
D - Memphis
District 91 - Part of Shelby 
County 
15 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0191 
Phone: (615) 741-3830 
Education

REP. J. THOMAS DUBOIS
R - Columbia
District 64 - Part of Maury 
County 
205 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0164 
Phone: (615) 741-7444 
Attorney/City Judge

REP. BILL DUNN
R - Knoxville
District 16 - Part of Knox 
County 
110 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0116 
Phone: (615) 741-1721 
Certifi ed Arborist

REP. JIMMY ELDRIDGE
R - Jackson
District 73 - Part of Madison 
County
204 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0173 
Phone: (615) 741-7475 
Insurance Agent/Farming

REP. JOANNE FAVORS
D - Chattanooga
District 29 - Part of Hamilton 
County 
25 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN. 37243-0129 
Phone: (615) 741-2702 
Consultant/RN/Health Ad-
ministrator

REP. DENNIS FERGUSON
D - Midtown
District 32 - Roane and part 
of Loudon Counties
17 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0132 
Phone: (615) 741-7658 
Businessman

REP. HENRY FINCHER 
D - Cookeville
District 42 - Part of Putnam 
County
109 War Memorial Bldg.
Nashville, TN 37243-0142
Phone (615) 741-1875
Attorney

REP. CRAIG FITZHUGH
D - Ripley
District 82 - Lauderdale, 
Crockett and part of Dyer 
Counties 
33 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0182 
Phone: (615) 741-2134 
Banker/Lawyer

REP. RICHARD FLOYD 
R - Chattanooga 
District 27- Part of Hamilton 
County
205 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0127
Phone (615) 741-2746
Retired Coca-Cola

REP. DALE FORD 
R - Jonesborough
District 6 - Part of 
Washington and Hawkins 
Counties
212A War Memorial Bldg.
Nashville, TN 37243-0106
Phone (615) 741-1717
Farmer, Retired MLB Umpire

REP. GEORGE FRALEY
D - Winchester
District 39 - Franklin, Moore, 
and part of Lincoln Counties 
24 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0139 
Phone: (615) 741-8695 
Engineering Manager and 
Consultant

BRENDA GILMORE 
D - Nashville
District 54 - Part of Davidson 
County
22 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0154
Phone (615) 741-1997
Retired Director Vanderbilt
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REP. DOLORES R. 
GRESHAM
R - Somerville
District 94 - Fayette and 
parts of Hardeman and Tip-
ton Counties
202A War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0194 
Phone: (615) 741-6890
Lt. Col. USMC (Retired)

REP. JIM HACKWORTH
D - Clinton
District 33 - Part of Ander-
son County 
37 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0133 
Phone: (615) 741-4400 
Project Leader/Manager

REP. BILL W. HARMON
D - Dunlap
District 37 - Sequatchie, Van 
Buren, Grundy, and Marion 
Counties 
24 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0137 
Phone: (615) 741-6849 
Director of Business Devel-
opment

REP. MIKE HARRISON
R - Sneedville
District 9 - Hancock and part 
of Hawkins Counties 
206A War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0109 
Phone: (615) 741-7480 
Operations/Complicare 
Offi cer/Healthcare

REP. BETH HARWELL
R - Nashville
District 56 - Part of David-
son County 
107 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0156 
Phone: (615) 741-0709 
Former Associate Professor

REP. DAVID B. HAWK
R - Greeneville
District 5 - Unicoi and part 
of Greene Counties 
219 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0105 
Phone: (615) 741-7482 
Haberdasher

REP. JOEY HENSLEY
R - Hohenwald
District 70 - Lawrence, Lewis 
and part of Wayne Counties 
106 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0170 
Phone: (615) 741-7476 
Physician

REP. MATTHEW HILL
R - Jonesborough
District 7 - Part of Washington 
County 
107 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 
Phone: 615-741-2251
Broadcaster

REP. JOHN HOOD
D - Murfreesboro
District 48 - Part of Ruther-
ford County 
20 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0148 
Phone: (615) 741-7849 
Retired Bank Marketing

REP. CURTIS JOHNSON
R - Clarksville
District 68 - Part of Montgom-
ery County 
207 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0168 
Phone: (615) 741-4341
Small Business Owner

REP. PHILLIP JOHNSON
R - Pegram
District 78 - Cheatham and 
part of Montgomery and Wil-
liamson Counties 
104 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0178 
Phone: (615) 741-7477 
Self-Employed Home Inspector

REP. SHERRY JONES
D - Nashville
District 59 - Part of Davidson 
County 
26 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0159 
Phone: (615) 741-2035 
Membership Director 

REP. ULYSSES JONES, JR. 
D - Memphis
District 98 - Part of Shelby 
County 
35 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0198 
Phone: (615) 741-4575 
Fireman, Paramedic

REP. BRIAN KELSEY
R - Germantown
District 83 - Part of Shelby 
County 
(Germantown & East Mem-
phis)
203 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0183 
Phone: (615) 741-4415
Attorney

REP. MIKE KERNELL
D - Memphis
District 93 - Part of Shelby 
County, University of 
Memphis area and part of zip 
codes 38111, 38114, 38117, 
and 38119 in Southeast 
Memphis 
38 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0193 
Phone: (615) 741-3726 
Legislator

REP. JOHN LITZ
D - Morristown
District 10 - Hamblen County
17 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0110
Phone (615) 741-6877
Farmer

RON LOLLAR 
R - Bartlett
District 99 - Part of Shelby 
County
209 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0199
Phone (615) 741-7084
Businss Manager, Military

REP. JON LUNDBERG 
R - Bristol
District 1 - Part of Sullivan 
County
212 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0104
Phone (615) 741-7623
Public Relations



20 ß TENNESSEE HomeBuilder (hbat.org) ß March/April 2007

REPRESENTATIVES 105th General Assembly

Find more information online at www.hbat.org. Click on Important Links and then Tennessee General Assembly.



                                                                                                                                March/April 2007 ß TENNESSEE HomeBuilder (hbat.org) ß 21

REPRESENTATIVES 105th General Assembly 105th General Assembly 105th General Assembly 

Find more information online at www.hbat.org. Click on Important Links and then Tennessee General Assembly.

105th General Assembly 105th General Assembly REP. SUSAN M. LYNN
R - Mt. Juliet
District 57 - Part of Sumner 
and Wilson Counties 
215 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0157 
Phone: (615) 741-7462 
Businesswoman

REP. MARK L. MADDOX
D - Dresden
District 76 - Weakley and 
part of Carroll Counties 
G19A War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0176 
Phone: (615) 741-7847 
Technology Coordinator

REP. DEBRA YOUNG 
MAGGART
R - Hendersonville
District 45 - Part of Sumner 
County 
203 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0145 
Phone: (615) 741-3893
Small Business Owner

REP. BEVERLY MARRERO 
D - Memphis
District 89 - Part of Shelby 
County 
26 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0189 
Phone: (615) 741-9128 
Retired Retail Real Estate 
Consultant

REP. JUDD MATHENY
R - Tullahoma
District 47 - Coffee and part 
of Warren Counties 
205 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0147 
Phone: (615) 741-7448 
Security/Private Investigation

REP. JIMMY MATLOCK 
R - Lenoir
District 21 - Parts of Loudon 
and Monroe counties
219 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0121
Phone (615) 741-3736
Business Owner

REP. JOE McCORD
R - Maryville
District 8 - Parts of Blount 
and Sevier Counties
214 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0108 
Phone: (615) 741-5481 
Businessman

REP. GERALD McCORMICK
R - Chattanooga
District 26 - Part of Hamilton 
County
207 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0126 
Phone: (615) 741-2548
Commercial Real Estate 
Broker

REP. STEVE McDANIEL
R - Parkers Crossroads
District 72 - Henderson, 
Chester and parts of Decatur 
and Wayne Counties 
115 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0172 
Phone: (615) 741-0750 
Businessman

REP. MICHAEL RAY 
“MIKE” McDONALD
D - Portland
District 44 - Part of Sumner 
County 
37 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0144 
Phone: (615) 741-1980 
Educator/Farmer

REP. STEVE McMANUS 
R - Cordova
District 96 - Part of Shelby 
County
212 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0196
Phone (615) 741-1920
Investment Advisor

REP. LARRY J. MILLER
D - Memphis
District 88 - Part of Shelby 
County 
20 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0188 
Phone: (615) 741-4453 
Fireman

REP. RICHARD 
MONTGOMERY
R - Sevierville
District 12 - Part of Sevier 
County
207 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0112 
Phone: (615) 741-5981 
Retired from Oak Ridge 
National Lab

REP. GARY MOORE, SR. 
D - Joelton
District 50 - Part of Davidson 
County 
35 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0150 
Phone: (615) 741-4317
Firefi ghter/EMT

REP. JASON MUMPOWER
R - Bristol
District 3 - Johnson and part 
of Sullivan Counties 
103 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0103 
Phone: (615) 741-2050 
Public Relations

REP. EDDIE NEAL 
D - Memphis
District 92 - Part of Shelby 
County, Midtown and Inner 
City Memphis; Communities 
of Orange Mound, Rozelle, 
Bethel Grove, Glenview, 
Magnolia, Copper-Young and 
Lamar/Parkway corridors, 
part of Binghampton
109 War Memorial Bldg.
Nashville, TN 37243-0192
Phone: (615) 741-5625
Masonry Contractor

REP. FRANK S. NICELEY
R - Knoxville
District 17 - Part of Jefferson 
and Knox Counties
113 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0117 
Phone: (615) 741-4419 
Farmer

REP. GARY ODOM
D - Nashville
District 55 - Part of Davidson 
County 
18A Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0155 
Phone: (615) 741-4410 
Executive Director 
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REP. DOUG OVERBEY
R - Maryville
District 20 - Part of Blount 
County
201 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0120 
Phone: (615) 741-0981 
Attorney

REP. PHILLIP PINION
D - Union City
District 77 - Obion, Lake, 
and part of Dyer Counties 
24 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0177 
Phone: (615) 741-0718 
Wholesale Food Distributor

REP. JOE PITTS 
D - Clarksville
District 67 - Montgomery 
County
109 War Memorial Bldg.
Nashville, TN 37243-0167
Phone (615) 741-2043
Banker

REP. MARY PRUITT
D - Nashville
District 58 - Part of Davidson 
County 
25 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0158 
Phone: (615) 741-3853 
Retired Educator

REP. RANDY S. RINKS
D - Savannah
District 71 - Hardin, McNairy 
and part of Decatur Counties 
18 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0171 
Phone: (615) 741-2007 
Building Supply Dealer

REP. DENNIS EDWARD 
ROACH
R - Rutledge
District 35 - Claiborne, 
Grainger and part of Jeffer-
son Counties 
217 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0135 
Phone: (615) 741-2534 
Teacher, Coach, Farm Owner

REP. GARY ROWE 
D - Memphis
District 87 - Part of Shelby 
County 
38 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0087 
Phone: (615) 741-1898 

REP. DONNA ROWLAND 
R - Murfreesboro
District 34 - Part of 
Rutherford County
209 War Memorial Bldg.
Nashville, TN 37243-0134
Phone (615) 741-2804
Business Woman

REP. CHARLES MICHAEL 
SARGENT
R - Franklin
District 61 - Part of William-
son County 
206 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0161 
Phone: (615) 741-6808 
Insurance Agent

REP. JOHNNY SHAW
D - Bolivar
District 80 - Hardeman and 
part of Madison Counties 
33 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0180 
Phone: (615) 741-4538 
Psychologist, Businessman, 
Licensed Minister 

REP. DAVID SHEPARD
D - Dickson
District 69 - Dickson and part 
of Hickman Counties
34 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0169 
Phone: (615) 741-3513 
Pharmacist

REP. JANIS BAIRD 
SONTANY
D - Nashville
District 53 - Part of Davidson 
County 
32 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0153 
Phone: (615) 741-6861 
Customer Service - DuPont, 
Retired

REP. PARK (PARKEY) M. 
STRADER
R - Knoxville
District 14 - Part of Knox 
County 
214 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0114 
Phone: (615) 741-2264 
Chief Deputy Assessor

REP. ERIC SWAFFORD
R - Pikeville
District 25 - Cumberland and 
part of Bledsoe Counties 
202 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0125 
Phone: (615) 741-2343
Small Business Owner

REP. JOHN C. TIDWELL
D - New Johnsonville
District 74 - Houston, 
Humphreys, Perry, and parts 
of Hickman and Maury 
Counties 
22 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0174 
Phone: (615) 741-7098 
Retired Civil Engineer

REP. HARRY TINDELL
D-Knoxville
District 13 - Part of Knox 
County 
33 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0113 
Phone: (615) 741-2031 
Health Insurance/Special 
Events

REP. CURRY TODD
R - Memphis
District 95 - Part of Shelby 
County 
204 War Memorial Building 
Nashville, TN 37243-0195 
Phone: (615) 741-1866 
Administrator/Business 
Owner/Retired

REP. JOE TOWNS, JR. 
D - Memphis
District 84 - Part of Shelby 
County 
36 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0184 
Phone: (615) 741-2189
Business Entrepreneur and 
Former College Instructor
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REP. LARRY TURNER
D - Memphis
District 85 - Part of Shelby 
County
208 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0185 
Phone: (615) 741-6954 
Owner of Larry Turner and 
Associates Realty Company

REP. MIKE TURNER
D - Old Hickory
District 51 - Part of Davidson 
County 
37 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0151 
Phone: (615) 741-3229 
Firefi ghter/EMT

REP. NATHAN VAUGHN
D - Kingsport
District 2 - Part of Sullivan 
County 
20 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0119 
Phone: (615) 741-6867 
Insurance Agent

REP. ERIC WATSON 
R - Cleveland
District 22 - Meigs, Polk and 
part of Bradley counties
205 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0122
Phone (615) 741-7799
Law Enforcement

REP. BEN WEST, JR.
D - Hermitage
District 60 - Part of Davidson 
County, Donelson, Hermit-
age, Antioch Communities
37 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0160 
Phone: (615) 741-6959 
President/CEO of Security 
Express LLC, and Automated 
Teller Machines Unlimited, LLC

REP. KENT WILLIAMS 
R - Elizabethton
District 4 - Carter County
212 War Memorial Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0104
Phone (615) 741-7450
Restaurant Owner/Farmer

REP. JOHN MARK 
WINDLE
D - Livingston
District 41 - Fentress, 
Morgan and Overton 
Counties 
108 War Memorial Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243-0141 
Phone: (615) 741-1260 
Attorney and Former Assis-
tant District Attorney General 

REP. LES WINNINGHAM
D-Huntsville
District 38 - Clay, Jackson, 
Pickett, Scott 
and parts of Anderson Coun-
ties 
36 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0138 
Phone: (615) 741-6852 
Educator

REP. EDDIE YOKLEY
D - Greeneville
District 11 - Cocke and part 
of Greene Counties 
35 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243-0111 
Phone: (615) 741-6871 
Real Estate Broker and 
Auctioneer

Local Politics Have Your 
Association at a Crossroads?

NAHB Political Operations 
is here to help!

For all your political endeavors and 
grass roots programs, our staff of politi-
cal consultants and experienced strate-

gists are here to help with the latest 
tools and technologies. Regardless of 

your associatino’s size or budget, NAHB 
Political Operations is here to help!

Gideon Lett (202) 266-8135
(800) 368-5242, Ext. 8585

glett@nahb.com

MEMBERSHIP PAYS!
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Last year, the March/April edition of 
the Tennessee HomeBuilder maga-
zine introduced you to the Tennes-

see Department of Commerce and Insur-
ance. We focused on the Commissioner of 
this important, regulatory department and 
discussed the new Contractor/Homeowner 
Accountability Program, or CHAMP. A 
year later, there have been several impor-
tant changes. 

First, Commissioner Leslie A. Newman 
has replaced Paula Flowers as the leader of 
this department. A native of Dallas, Texas, 
Commissioner Newman was formerly an 
attorney with the Municipal Technical Ad-
visory Service (MTAS) of the University 
of Tennessee, Institute for Public Service. 
She served with the Metropolitan Nashville 
Department of Law, and in her private legal 

practice since 2000, has focused on land 
use, zoning, urban and municipal law, and 
governmental relations.

Since the CHAMP program is of great 
importance to the homebuilding industry, 
we asked Jim Gallery, the mediator and 
supervisor of the program, to give us the 
following update:

In February, 2005, the Division of Con-
sumer Affairs began CHAMP, a mediation 
process which allowed home owners and 
contractors to agree on making repairs and/
or resolving construction issues in good 
faith. Since then, over 800 complaints have 
been handled by the CHAMP program. 

Questions from contractors about 
CHAMP, its mission and its methods, oc-
cur but several seem to occur frequently:

Do all the items on the repair list from 
the state inspector have to be done to 
satisfy the complaint?

When a complaint is filed with CHAMP 
a request is made to the Regulatory Board 
Inspection Section for a state inspector to 
be sent to the home of the complainant. The 
inspector is not a mediator, and thus, the in-
spection is done with only the homeowner 
present. The repair list is developed based 
on the homeowner’s statements and the in-
spector’s observations. There may be some 
items on the repair list that the contractor 
disputes. To satisfy the State, the contractor 
needs to respond to the CHAMP program 
by addressing the items on the repair list. 
That response may involve doing all the 
repairs, some of the repairs or none of the 
repairs. The latter two responses require an 
explanation as to why the contractor does 
not feel responsible for the needed repairs. 
This response needs to be written, so that 
any future reference to the file will have the 
contractor’s reply to the complaint.

What causes a contractor to be put on 
the Problem Contractor’s List, and how 
can a contractor have his name removed 
from that list?

The CHAMP program has been called 

a “friendly mediation” program. The only 
way a contractor is placed on the Problem 
Contractor’s List (PCL) is no response or 
not working with CHAMP in good faith. 
As long as a contractor responds to efforts 
by the CHAMP office to mediate, the con-
tractor, whether doing the repairs or not, 
will not be placed on the PCL. If a contrac-
tor has been put on the PCL and wishes 
to be removed from the list, he needs to 
contact the CHAMP office. Under normal 
circumstances, when a contractor starts 
responding and acting in good faith, his 
name can be removed from the PCL.

What is the difference between CHAMP 
and the Board for Licensing Contrac-
tors?

CHAMP is a part of the Division of Con-
sumer Affairs. Mediation on behalf of the 
consumer is the focus of this division’s 
work. The Board for Licensing Contrac-
tors is a regulatory agency, under the Divi-
sion of Regulatory Boards with power to 
issue and revoke contractor licenses, and 
to fine contractors not performing up to 
standard.

Many of the complaints initiated with the 
Board for Licensing Contractors are for-
warded to CHAMP for mediation. On some 
occasions, mostly at the request of unhappy 
homeowners, complaint files will be sent to 
the BLC for review. The Board’s attorney 
reviews the case to determine whether 
further action needs to be taken.

CHAMP has been instrumental in re-
solving many homeowner/contractor con-
flicts saving both parties the anguish and 
cost of litigation. Sometimes successful 
resolution is not accomplished. However, 
with the good faith efforts of all parties 
involved, CHAMP provides a helpful hand 
to homeowner and contractor alike.

The Tennessee HomeBuilder magazine 
would like to welcome Commissioner 
Newman to her new position, and sin-
cerely thank Jim Gallery for the excellent 
information he provided on the CHAMP 
program.

C.H.A.M.P. UPDATE:
The Tennessee Department of Commerce & Insurance and the C.H.A.M.P. Program

COMING SOON!!!
The New HBAT Offices

The new offices are currently  

being renovating, located near the 

Legislative Plaza in Downtown 

Nashville. The Grand Unveiling will be 

featured in the May/June issue of the 

Tennessee Home Builder magazine!
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The Tennessee Home 

Builder magazine is 

dedicated to bring-

ing you informative infor-

mation on the subjects that 

affect the building industry. 

We recently spoke with Rep. 

Gary Odom and Rep. Jason 

Mumpower about the issue 

of immigration. Here is what 

they had to say in “their own 

words.”

“IN THEIR OWN WORDS”
Views on Immigration

REP. JASON MUMPOWER
House Minority Leader
R - Bristol
District 3 - Johnson and part of Sullivan Counties

Immigration reform will be a key issue this year 
in our 105th Tennessee General Assembly, as it will be in most 
state capitols nationwide. Although immigration is looked at by 
some lawmakers as a federal issue, states cannot ignore the fact 
that immigration is not just a national problem when so many 
policy decisions affecting the issue are made at the state level.  
Some of these decisions include proof of citizenship before voting, 
proof of legal residency before a driver’s license can be issued, or 
requirements that only citizens should be able to receive public 
benefits provided by the state.  

In addition to the strain illegal immigration places on our social 
services, there are other financial repercussions on state and lo-
cal governments like those placed on our education and criminal 
justice systems. However, one of the most important reasons for 
addressing this issue is the new level of attention that must be paid 
to homeland security due to the terrorist attacks on 9-11. 

With an estimated twelve million illegal aliens residing in the 
U.S., it is essential that states cooperate with the federal govern-
ment to work together as we face the challenges of this new era.  
That’s exactly what 32 other states have done with approval of 84 
new laws on immigration reform adopted last year. I expect fur-
ther reforms to be passed nationwide this year, including several 
key initiatives in Tennessee. The General Assembly will take up 
a bill to require Tennessee Highway Patrol to be trained to assist 
federal officials in detaining illegals when they are pulled over.  
States like Alabama, Massachusetts and Florida have already 
given local and state law enforcement all the tools they need to 
work with federal authorities on this issue. Arizona, Georgia, 
Illinois, Kansas and Rhode Island have requirements to show 
citizenship or legal immigrant status for social service benefits 
or state supported healthcare benefits. I expect this proposal will 
also be debated in Tennessee this year. Other states have also 
implemented strict driver’s license requirements as we cannot 
forget that 19 people used state-issued driver’s licenses to board 
four airplanes and turn them into weapons of mass destruction.  
These are a few of the key reform proposals I expect our General 
Assembly to consider.

Tennesseans, whether they are small business owners, employ-
ers, retired citizens or from any walk of life expect their govern-
ment to provide protection and enforce their laws. At the same 
time, we welcome those who are here legally, or have taken a legal 
path to citizenship, to enjoy the freedoms we have in this great 
nation and state. These are the two guiding principles we should 
have in mind in considering any immigration reform proposals 
before us in our 2007 legislative session.

REP. GARY ODOM
House Majority Leader
D - Nashville
District 55 - Part of Davidson County 

As I traveled across the state last year, it 
became obvious that immigration was a key issue in many 
legislative races. While I have always viewed the problem of 
illegal immigration as an issue which must be addressed by 
the Federal Government, it is clear that Tennesseans are angry 
about the issue. It is for that reason that I believe the Tennessee 
General Assembly will try to do some things to address the is-
sue during this session.

We plan to abolish the driving certificates that in the past have 
been issued to illegal aliens, and we will continue to increase the 
training of our state employees to deal with illegal immigrants 
who try to take advantage of state funded health and social 
services programs.

One of the things of the utmost concern to Tennesseans is the 
concept of those who are here illegally benefiting from programs 
such as workers compensation and healthcare programs like 
TennCare and Cover Tennessee. Ironically, these are areas in 
which we have had a difficult time because the Federal govern-
ment or the Federal Courts have tied our hands.

The State of Tennessee does not have a border patrol or an 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). We clearly have 
a problem, but it cannot be solved by each of the 50 states enact-
ing statutes to deal with it. I also do not believe that the problem 
can be dealt with by tens of thousands of local ordinances in 
our cities and counties. The problem of illegal immigration can 
only be effectively addressed in Washington D.C. 

The Question:
While many might argue 

that immigration matters 

can only be addressed on 

the federal level, what do 

you see as the impact on 

small businesses in Ten-

nessee and in particular 

home builders with regard 

to immigration legislation 

that likely will be intro-

duced in the upcoming 

General Assembly?
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800.809.4859 | www.buildersmutual.com

Doug Dojan 
Residential Construction Services - Charleston, SC
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Playing it safe hadn’t been 
at the top of Doug Dojan’s 
list until recently.  “Old habits 

die hard,” he says of his workers’ 

reluctance to adopt many standard 

safety measures.  Builders Mutual 

convinced him otherwise.

After working with his Builders 

Mutual risk management 

representative, Doug realized Builders 

Mutual’s focus went beyond the 

bottom line.  “He was genuinely 

concerned for my workers’ safety,” 

Doug said.  “Proactive and caring—

those are the words I would use to 

describe Builders Mutual.” 

“We’ve never had a fall,” Doug says,  

“but before, we were just lucky.  Now, 

thanks to Builders Mutual, we’re doing 

it right.”

800.809.4859 | www.buildersmutual.com800.809.4859 | www.buildersmutual.com
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RCHBA Honors Brenda Sharp as Life Director
 The Rutherford County Home Builders 

Association (RCHBA) recently honored 
Brenda Sharp, naming her a Life Direc-
tor of the organization. The recognition 
was announced recently at their Annual 
Membership Meeting.

 “Brenda has served over 10 years as a 
director of the RCHBA, including three 
terms as Associate Vice President; serving 
on nearly every committee of the organiza-
tion. Currently, she serves as co-chair of 
the Member Services committee, as she 
has for the last several years,” according to 
Karyn Beaty, RCHBA executive director.

 Most recently, Sharp was acclaimed 
2002 RCHBA Associate of the Year.

 Sharp serves the association and the in-
dustry as a Home Builder Association of 
Tennessee State Director, attending spring, 
summer and fall state board meetings; as 
well as representing the RCHBA at the 
National Association of Home Builders’ 
winter board meeting and the International 
Builders Show, annually.

 “Her tireless work for the RCHBA 
strengthens the ‘Do Business with a 
Member’ philosophy by continually seek-
ing to improve networking opportunities 
among members and industry profession-
als,” Beaty said. “Brenda is respected as a 
consummate professional among her peers, 
and she serves as an excellent role model 

and advisor for those entering the home 
building industry.”

 Long time sales representative for At-
mos Energy, Brenda Sharp will celebrate 
her 20th anniversary with the company 
in March. She serves both Murfreesboro 
and Shelbyville communities, primarily 
using her expertise to bring gas lines to 
new residential neighborhoods, often 
working directly with the homeowners 
themselves.

Sheriff, Top Local Official
Shelby County Sheriff Mark H. Luttrell 

Jr. has been honored as “Local Official 
of the Year” by the National Association 
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LIMELIGHT
of Home Build-
ers.

Luttrell 
received the 
“Local Official of 
the Year” award at a cer-
emony during the International Builders 
Show on Feb. 7 in Orlando.

Luttrell was nominated by the Memphis 
Area Home Builders Association, which 
applauded him for his efforts to prevent 
construction theft.

More than 150 suspects have been ar-
rested and more than $1 million in stolen 
goods recovered during the past several 
years.
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*Current information as of Jan. 2007

The	widest	

selection	of	

antique	

products

The	largest	

choice	of	

antique	

colors

WWW.BELGARD.BIZ

1-877-BELGARD	•	1-877-235-4273	

Belgard's	antique	products—a contemporary reference



MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE – Mid-
dle Tennessee State University’s  Construc-
tion Management Technology team placed 
fi rst out of thirty-nine teams at the Centex 
National Association of Homebuilders 
(NAHB) Student Competition.

Team members were Clint Evers, Law-
renceburg; Kendall Lee, Jamestown; Matt 

National Homebuilders Competition in Orlando, Florida
February 7-9, 2007

WINS 
FIRST 
PLACE

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
STATE UNIVERSITY

McKee, Chattanooga; Michael Phillips, 
Nashville; Devin Frederick, Dyersburg; 
Stewart Knowles, Lebanon.  

The Construction Management Technol-
ogy team from the Department of Engi-
neering and Industrial Studies spent more 
than 400 hours each developing a proposal 
for East Lakes at Fairlakes Condos in Fair-
fax, Virginia.  

 “The proposed project manual for the 
Virginia Centex project that the team put 
together showed teamwork and dedica-
tion, which are major requirements in the 
Construction Program and industry,” said 
David Hatfield Construction Manage-
ment Technology Programs Director and 
Professor.  

Team 
Leader Clint 
Evers said, “I could not 
be more proud to be associated 
with the members of this team and every-
one who helped us.  The win was a great 
reward for a lot of hard work and will help 
place our program and school in the same 
class as some of the most recognizable 
names in the country.”

MTSU’s construction management 
program is affiliated with the Ruther-
ford County Home Builders Association,  
Home Builders Association of Tennessee 
and the National Home Builders Student 
Association. ❖
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Future HBAT Meetings
2007—
Spring Meeting
March 4 – 7, 2007
Hilton Suites Downtown
Nashville, TN

Summer Meeting
July 15 – 18, 2007
Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa
Destin, FL

Fall Meeting
October 24 – 27, 2007
Hilton Suites Downtown
Nashville, TN
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